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1. Claims 1-27 are pending in the application. Claims 1-12 and 26-27 are elected 
without traverse for examination. And, non-elected claims 13-25 are withdrawn from 
consideration. 

2. Claims 1-12 and 25-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1 , it is unclear where a query is coming from or who queries to the server 
and what is being queried. Moreover, it is unclear how the system is providing a secure 
domain name service. 

In claim 26, it is unclear what kind of an apparatus is it. It is unclear how this 
apparatus is configured. And, it is unclear for what a computer network address is 
queried. 

In claim 27, it is similar to claim 26. 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. § 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-12 and 26-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over IP Security Chapter 13 of XP-002167283,[Hereinafter XP]. This 
reference was cited in 1449 Form that was submitted by the applicant. 

5. XP disclosed the invention substantially as claimed. Taking claims 1-3, and 26- 
27 as exemplary claims, the reference disclosed a system for providing a secure 
domain name service (IP Security, IPSec, page 399) over a computer network, 
comprising: 
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a) a server connected to a computer network, the server authenticating a query 
for a secure computer network address having a top-level domain (security at IP level), 
page 399) reserved for secure network connection; 

b) a domain name database (routers) connected to the computer network 
through the server the domain name database storing secure computer network 
addresses for the computer network. 

6. While XP further disclosed IP and IPsec (IP security, page 400), XP did not 
explicitly call its security at IP level as a non-standard top-level domain such as .scorn, 
.sorg, .snet, .sedu, .smil and .sint, etc. It would have been obvious to one of an ordinary 
skilled in the art to recognize that the domain names such as .com, .org, .net, .edu, .mil, 
.int, .gov, etc. are the well-known top-level domains for companies, organizations, 
government, etc.(see any computer dictionaries) and the additional security of HTTPS 
to the standard HTTP. Thus, adding additional security to these standard domain 
names of .com, .org, . net, .edu, .mil, .int, etc. to become .scom, .sorg, .snet, .sedu, 
.smil, and .sint, etc. would be obviously similar to the teaching of IP and IPsec of XP. 
Moreover, having these non-secured top-level domains secured would have been a 
desirable feature in the art because the security of the Internet is a vital element for the 
national security, business security, individual's privacy security, etc. 

7. As to claim 4, XP disclosed the computer network includes the Internet (e.g., see 
Fig. 13.1, page 401). 

8. As to claim 5, XP disclosed the server comprises an edge router (e.g., see 
routing application, a figure 13.10, page 402). 

9. As to claim 6, XP disclosed the server authenticates the query using a 
cryptographic technique (e.g., see authentication algorithm, a figure 13.2, Encryption 
Algorithm and Authentication Algorithm on page 403, Cryptographic keys on page 404). 
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10. As to claim 7, XP disclosed the server is connectable to a virtual private network 
link through the computer network (e.g., see page 421). 

9. As to claim 8, XP disclosed the secure communication link is one of a plurality of 
secure communication links in a hierarchy of secure communication links (e.g., see IP 
Security of Fig. 13.1 and IP security architecture on page 402 and 403). 

10. Claims 9-12 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 3 (three) 

months and 0 (zero) days from the mail date of this letter. Failure to respond within the 

period for response will result in ABANDONMENT of the application (see 35 U.S.C 133, 

M.P.E.P 710.02, 710.02(b)). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Krisna Lim whose telephone number is 571-272-3956 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Wednesday and Friday from 7:30 
AM to 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenton Burgess, can be reached on 571-272-3949. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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